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2014

We live in an urban world

World Urbanization Prospects 2014 Revision



2050

We live in an urban world

World Urbanization Prospects 2014 Revision



There is an urban advantage, but not for everyone
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Urban average = 42/1,000

Rural average = 60/1,000

2010 DHS Data

Urban Infant Mortality – Urban Burundi 2010



There is an urban advantage, but not for everyone

Source: WHO Kobe Centre and Georgia State UniversitySource: Bortz, Martin. Análise espacial de desigualdades intra-urbanas da saúde no Rio de 

Janeiro - Introdução de um índice de desigualdade



There is an urban advantage, but not for everyone

Source: UN AIDS, 2015
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Cities free of preventable disease
Urban Health Equity | Universal Health Coverage

Infectious Diseases | Noncommunicable Diseases



Cities planned for people
Water & Sanitation | Urban Planning | Transport | Housing



Cities where people thrive
Nutrition | Education | Safety | Social Capital
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HIDDEN CITIES II

New and updated analysis
Demographic & Health Survey, Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

DHS
59 

countries

MICS 
62 

countries

2005-2014
99 countries total

DHS  
35 

countries

MICS 
36 

countries

2010-2014
66 countries total

DHS
44 

countries

Hidden Cities 2010



Target 1.C Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 

proportion of people who suffer from hunger

Indicator 1.8 Prevalence of underweight 

children under five years of age

Percent of countries in which MDG target 

in urban areas was:

Percent of countries in which MDG target for 

the poorest 20% in urban areas was:

Met Within 25% of target Far from target

Urban health disparities likely held back progress on MDG indicators 



Resolving urban health disparities will be 

key to achieving UHC



Resolving urban health inequities is critical 

for bringing HIV and TB in Cities to Zero.
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Hidden Cities IIWhere we see a problem
We also see opportunity



City Level Action

City-level Initiatives to Improve Health and 
Health Equity



Mumbai 
is working to stop TB



Bus Rapid Transit
deployed in 197 cities and counting



Get Healthy Philly
city-led initiative brings down childhood obesity by 6.7%



Become a data producer
Photo Source: University of Ouagadougou, ISSP

Improving the Quantity and Quality 
of City-level Health Data
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